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Chairperson Roberts and members of the committee, for the record my name is Lisa
DiGiallonardo and I live in Polson, MT. I wanted to come to you today first to thank you
for the help my son has received from the CAW and then to ask that you extend and
expand this desperately needed service.
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most would not understand is the crush of the aftermath. I have three sons, the middle
child of whom was diagnosed with autism when he was three. Dominic is now five and
this 1s his story.

After he was (iid%lx@.s&.il my Tesbangd am S &

hours online and reading books trying to ﬁnd answers on how we could help Domlmc
vile the AAP only recently admitted that 10 to 15% of children with this diagnoses can
recover completely, T found many parents and researcher who have been exclauming this
for years. The onIy thing I found in common in all the stories was the fact that early and
intensive treatiient was essertat,

This is when the guilt hits. Imagine trying to give your child the 8 hours a day of one on
intervention that is recommended. Tmagine doing this while caring for an infant and
a husbanu and an older child. Tcan emem‘cer weeping because [ could only get in two
hours a day of real work. Knowmg what you have to do and qot to bemg able to pmv' ide
it causes a huge burdern of goitl. To niisy your som' s & : 3
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Then, we won the lottery. That is
the phone call telling me Dom ;?‘2
accept this wonderful gift, ¥ threw

help.

So it really is my honor to tell you about the changes in Dominic. When he was
d1agnosed he was non-verbal, self-injuring, and my amxly was a mos‘f completely
housebound. Dominic would melt down if someon ¢ Sorrels
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splitting screams, and lashing out and crying...it would take up to 20 minutes to consul
him. He had e\'freme anxiety.
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issue. He is a great help at Safeway and will converse with the checkout person. He is
going 1o basketball games and seeing his dad coach, and his brother play,

I realize that this program must be at great expense to the budget, but even his teachers
have commented on how much it saves in the long run. We project that he will not need
any aid, even part time after first grade. It is true, that these kids need a lot of early help,
but for many that is all they will ever need. This program must take a large amount
money, but I proitiise you that witat you @re buying Here 1s PRICELESS, Thaiik you
again, for Dominic, and for my faniiy.

Lisa DiGiallonardo
406-883-3166




